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The State Socicty had done but little belore last year in Oval Hywiene,
A beginning, however, was made last fall. The dentists of Youngstown,
Canton, Delaware and Gallipolis examined the scheol echildren of their
respective cities.  The children of Massillon and Findlay are being ex-
amined at the present time.

There ave three members of the Edueational and Oral Hygiene Com-
mittee of the State Society. They have divided the stale, as to countics,
into three divisions, each having a third of the state to work in. We
hope to reach the ehildren in a very large pereentage of the cities and
towns through the members of the State Socicty.  Next vear we shall
add the Jecture or edneational side of the work, possibly do a little of
that this year. The lavger eities of the State will earry on both sinml-
tancously this year. The Ohio State Dental Society is made up of the
various local societies of the State, ealled component socleties.  Through
these component socicties we expeet to reach every town and township
in the state and, my friends, permit me to sy that this work will be
earvied onuntil every ehild in the ereat State of Ohio shall enjoy the
Dlessings that witl eome through this humanitarian movement, (Npplause.)

You have just listened to some of the reasons why we need Oral
Hygiene in the publie schools.  The work is being carvied on this year
throughout Ohio withont any cost o the taxpayer; but vou, Mr. Tax-
paver, must foot the bills hercalter. But, as paradexical as it niay seem,
I eould prove to you, if T had the time, that to do this would be money
in your pocket.  The time has come when the teeth and faulty oral
conditions of the indicent poor must be looked after and the only way
is through legislative appropriations,  After all, my friends, this move-
ment is only another wuy of giving the cup of cold water in Llis name.

Well, my time is up, but I want to say that I have my opinion of
this National Commitiee that will put a man on the toor to speak to an
intellicent andicnee Jike this and then limit him to five minutes on a
subjeet that is almost inexhaustible.

Now, Mr. Chalrman and friends, T want to leave this one thought
in pavieular with you; think about it, and then think more about it,
and then assist the physicians and dentists of this great state to prac-
tically demonstrate the truth of this statement I am about to give vou.
The statement is this: ““The conservation of the health of her people
s the first duty of the state!”’

True CriarMax, Dr. Jackman has given us some of the work in the Ntate
Department of Thygiene, and now we will have a statement of the loeal work from
Dr, Price.

THE LOCAL WORK.
By Wesron A, Pricr, D Do S, M. K. Coevenasn, Ofio,
Member of Edueation and Oral Hygiene Committee of The Cleveland
Dental Society. ’
Mr. President, Members of the Board of Ldueation, Boards of onr
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“Public Tnstitutions, Ladies and Gentlemen: As 1 address this large and

- very intelligent, and therefore eritical audienee, my responsibility is very

great, but it is not so great as the responsibility of any one of you teachers
who go to your classes on Monday\nmrning to instruet them with the
interpretation of the ook of Life and Health, You notice that beautiful
class of fifty boys. Do you realize that if they grow up
as the average man of the past decade has done, by the time they
are thirty not half of them would be accepted by Uncle Sam to
even do post duty in the army, becanse they would not have teeth good
enough to pass the examination. Do you shudder? When, and when
only, could those teeth be saved? Only when they have them, only
when they are children, and there is your responsibility ! IFor their fathers
and their mothers do not know the responsibility and you do! And 1
want to say to you that just as the “pen is mightier than the sword,”” .
<o the tooth-brush is mightier than the dental profession; and if those
children can only be taught that great necessity, that great lesson, while
they are young, you have given them a legacy that is greater to them
than to give them a thousand dollars in gold.

A decade ago, when this Committee of The Cleveland Dental Society
undertook to bring this matter to the Board of Idueation, the then
superintendent, Mr. Jones, said to uws, “I am ‘in sympathy with your
work, but alas, polities and public sentiment will not allow me
to take it into the schools.”” He said further, “‘I would give five thousand
dollars today if somebody had taught me, when T was a child, how and
‘why I should save my teeth.”” And you have that privilege to teach
every boy and girl in your classes that great truth. Some day a younyg
man will come to you and he will say, «1 am indebted to you five thousand
dollars for telling me how and why 1 should take eare of my teeth.”
(Laughter.) How many boys in the school room? You will have a
great legacy for your old age!

If you would go with me to tlie museums in Colorado City and look
over with me the skulls of the chiff dwellers you would be appalled to
find not one instance of decay of the teeth in any one of the skulls of that
collection—at least that was the case last summer! What does it mean? Our
civilization, that is growing up today, eannot produce one man in five
hundred with such a set of teeth as that collection shows. Do you realize
that in that institution, that Dr. Grady serves, only two per cent of the
men that apply for entrance to that Academy do not require dental at-
tention before they may enter. This generation, and to the great alarm of
this entire community it should be, has not anything like the good
teeth of that former generation. Think you that those Norsemen, who
pushed the keels of their vessels up onto the sands of Kbbsfleet to make
that great Briton, could only furnish one man in ten with a set of good
teeth, whieh is the best that the men of today can, or of those early
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colonsts, thal e to e shores, those sturdy men, that, they could only
furnish one wan in twenty with o tolerably good set of teeth?

1 want to say to you that the responsibility upon you, as the educators,
is alarming, and The Cleveland Dental Society has had this work in
their hearts and in their hands for a long time and they are now going
to eo-operate with vou and help you rveach this great mass of hwmanily,
the children, and the method is very simple. The examination blanks, such
as you have in your hands, when they are made out, will be sent with the
pupil to the parent by the examiner, with the request that the parent have
the indicated necessary serviee attended to. There will be another slip
put into your hands whieh will state, ‘I, the nndersigned parent, am not
able financially to take care of the tecth of mny child, and 1 will appreciate
the service of the Free clinie.”” The signature of the parent and teacher
are the credential for the free serviee of the dental elinies.

If you only knew how many times you lost your temper because
those children were so irvitable, just because they themselves were poisoned
with something that you in this age might remedy, you would take heart
interest in this work.

Just a few days ago a mother brought her little boy to me and
said,  ““vou mneedu’t do  anything to  his  temporary o teeth, just
fix the permanent ones,”” as he had fony permanent ones, beeause he was
six years of age when she said, ‘‘Don’t do anything with the temporary
teeth.”” I said, ‘Do vou see this suppuration?—it is abscessed. You are’
not going to leave it this way ™’ She said, “‘That will not hurt him any.”
1 said, ““You wateh your child, if yon are going to keep that condition
there, and see if bis rest has rested bim and if he isn't quarrclsome and
irritable when playing with his fellows, and loses his patience, perhaps has
headache, perhaps acute indigestion; if he has any of these symptoms, be-
ware, Tor vou will get them Crony that much infeetion,”” for T want you to
know that almost any abseessed tooth will furnish from half an ounee to one
ounce of pus every twenty-four hours, that either goes into the system
through absorption or throueh the stomach. She said, ‘“Dr. Price, that's
just what is the matttr with my boy now, he can’t play with his own
brothers without quarreling all the time, the teacher can’t get along with
him at school.”” 1 treated those three abscessed teeth that day and the next
week when she came back she said, ““Those symptoms have entirely dis-
appeared, he gets up rested and plays agreeably with his playmates and
his digestion is regular.”” I want to say that probably in every eclass-
roont in this eity there are sueh cases as that, there are doubtless thousands
in the ecity, Mr. President, of just such children being poisoned and being
whipped and punished when reaily the only trouble is the septic poisoning
they have 1o fight, and the Cleveland Dental Soctety has volunteered to
take care of gratis, for this coming year, those children whose parents
caun’'t afford to pay for this service.
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In this systew it s very important that you co-operate to the end
that we have a very liberal attendanee nt the lectures.  We have twenty
lecturers from our organization going out to do this work, and T want
10 say in closing—to just change the words of Goldsmith a little, I would
declare:

“‘TIl fares the land to hastening ills a prey,
Where gums accumulate and teeth decay.’”’

Mr. President, I congratulate you as President of the Board of
Education of this city, and you members of that Board, and the officers
of the edncational socicties of this city, and parents and teachers, upon
having the opportunity of furthering this good work, and in turn, I want
to eongratulate this gencration that they have officers of your liberality
of conception and character and purpose to carry out such a worthy
enterprise.

I am reminded to emphasize tonight’s mecting, and 1 want to say
o you teachers that you will thank me for urging you, if you will come
tonight and hear Dr. Evans in the splendid address he will give in tracing
septie poisoning through the system and the effect upon a young life. You
cannot aftord to miss it. (Applause.)

Toe Cuammax. [ searce need to add to Dr. Lbersole’s remark about the next
speaker being little but mighty. Dr. Corley comes from fyr south to speak to us.
We shall all be very glad to hear him.

SOME OF TilE DIFFICULTIES WE IHAVE ENCOUNTERED.
By J. P Correy, D. D, 8., GREENSBORO,- ALA.
University of the South, Mewmber of Oral Hygiene Committee of the
National Dental Association.

Mr. Chairman, Ladles and Gentlemen: I came a thousand miles
to bring you a message from Dixie, and I have only ten wminutes in which
to deliver it. Now, I have learned that the two most diftieult things in
life are to talk to a voung lady who is expecting another beau and an
audience which is tired, so I am going to ask your gracious Chairman
here to count out my time while I tell you a story, and I am going to
ask you to do me the courtesy to stand and rest your tired bodies while
I tell you this yarn. I was charged in particular not to make this experi-
ment, because I was told that if I ever once allowed this audience to get
on its feet they would have to lock the doors to keep them in, but I am
going to risk it!

My little town in Alabama has the distinetion of being the birth-
place of Samuel Monroe Ifosmer and Richard Pearson Hobson. You all
know Hobson. A few years ago we succeeded in putting him in the
- Congress of the United States. He immediately got busy and went to
the Secretary of Agrieulture and said, “I live in a little agricultural
district and I wish to take my people a message which will enable them to be
better citizens and more suceessful business men aud build up my distriet.




