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ROENTGEN RAYS IN DENTISTRY . 

DY \ ~ , A. v. P R I CE , D. D .S . 

Svu opti c rcp nr t of' n lecture before 'l' ri -Stn r e Den la.l Mec ti ng,
 
Lnd Iunnp u l i s , .June., l D01.
 

Dr. Pric e gm'e a se rie s of lan te rn pi ctures illus tr a t
ing the app lic a tio n of the X -raJ" in d iagn osti c work in 
dentistry . T he first se.t of pi ctures showed va lue of a 
skiagrap h p ic tur e in locating undevelop ed te eth and 
other abno rmal condit io ns w h ich cou ld not possib ly be 
d isc ove red w i tho ut extensive ope ra tio ns . The di ffe ren t 
t issues tran sm it the rays diffe rent ly . The g um tiss ue 
does not produce a shadow on the photographi c pl a te . 
P us deposits a re r eadi ly di sti ngui sh ed fr om soft tissu es 
whicl . surr on nd them . T ooth and b on e tissu es a re yery 
c learlv out lined in deep sh a dow s , so tha t the ir form a ud 
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size are clea rly see n , Imperfect root fill ings a re di s
t inguishable, a lso imperfec tion s abo u t fill in g s of a ll 
k inds. Cer ta in di seased Con cl iti ou s 0 f' the a n trum a re 
re adily m ade ou t , a nd t he relat ion s t,Jf a lveola r ab scesses 
to antrn l o r na sal t roub les are c lea rly m ade out. 

Dr. P rice has succee de d in s im pl ifyill g the m e thod ~ 

o f lakil1g th e pic tures so tha t b ut a few se conds su ff ice 
to enable him to produc e very fine p ic tu res . T he 
a ppa rutus is so mewhat ex pe ns ive. I t co sts abo u t [\Y O 

h undred and fifty dollars t o p ut in ,111 a p pa ra tus which 
w ill pro ve e ffecti "e . 

Dr. Price m ade as a pr a c ti cal de mo ns tr at ion several 
pictures o f n boy w ho ha d me ver eru p te d th e lat eral s or 
second bi cusp ids. The pi c ture s w ere d evel op ed 'l ilt! 

sh owed no sig ns of th e mi ssill g tee th , and th e prob ab il
it ies are that he will ne ver er up t any of' th em. T h e 
pi c tures and apparatus, w ith th e fac ili ty with which it 
can be used , was H conv inci ng argu me nt for it s a do p
(ion in dental prac tice. Dr . P ri c e al so ca lle d a tt en tion 
to ih,' u se of th e ra y a s a the rapeutic rem edy o f' co nsi d
erable va lue. 

Fo r d en tal purposes th e s ta tic m achine is n ot used 
because of its bul k v charac te r. The iu du ct ion co il wi th 
a We lmelt in te rru pter as m ad e by Dr . Pri c e , w ith spec
ial tubes , g ives th e best an d q uic kes t resu lts . The pi c
tu res ar e mad e O Il a s peci a lly prepar ed film , w h ich is 
hel d in sheets o f ru bbe r an d C{l I1 be cu t to an y desired 
form or s ize. Th e syste matic .nanner ill whic h th i., 
subjec t has been wo rke d up 1'01" den ta l p u rpo::;es, leaves 
little t o be des ire d , an d th e p rofessio n is to be congratu
late d fur haying mad e so va luable an ad di tio n to ih 
remedial res ources . 


