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~~"ned , otherwise

misin terp re ta tion are

(S ig ned)

OPEN LETTER
to the Publisher

GRANVILLE F . KNIGHT , r,I.D .

235 West Pue bl o St ree t

Santo Barba ro , Calif.

Feb ruary 2, 19.56

~[r. Go d fr ey Thomas

LET'S LI VE \l agnin e

Lo s Angeles 29, Cnl iformu

De ar Mr . Thomas :

oil te rms be care ,
con fusio n and
bound to res ult.

S incerely yours .

C ranvi lle F . Knight , \('D.

I hope )'ou will g iye space in you r

publication to thi s co m ment on a n a rti ­
cle , " F a rm e rs Too Quick With Poison
Sp ray ," w h ich appeared in LET'S LI VE,

February, 1956.

In this article, onder a subheadi ng
"Mi sleading St atements," the a ut ho r

states "Many peopl e are misled by sta te­
ments that some of the va rio us du st s and
sprnys are not toxic suc h as ro teno ne ."

1 submit that thi s sta te me nt in itself is

misleading and needs clarification. Of
course all insecticrdes are toxic to the se
creatures otherwise they wo uld be of no
service. The important q ues tion is '. do
they produce toxic eITeels in humans
when used .icco rdi n z to recommen d u­

tions?

Fish are unusually suscepti ble to the
action of ro tenon e: i'n fac t , th is chemica l
is about three times J S po tent ,1S DDT

in that respect. In sufficie n t .irnounts
rotenone is also toxic to hu man s. b ut t l\,;

lethal dose and the .i rnoun ts wh icl: \\ i ll
p rod uce c hrome pOisol'li:J'; a re hu ndreds
of times hi gh er than th e same qua ntit ies
of the newer chlonn uted hvdroca rbon s

necessa ry to p rodu ce the same effects .
In addition rot en on e and th e pv re th rin s
.ire non-accumulative. They break down
so quick I;.: that .ilte r ha \'ing be en sp r;J. ved
on p la nts in th e usu al co nce ntratio ns.
not a trace IS lett after a week or 10
days . \Vhen used indoors for the co n tro l
of' flies and other insects w ith nor m .rl

p recautions , the;' see m to be nontoxic for
hum ans and animal p et s . Fa t.ili ties in
human bein gs have ne ve r b een re port ed
for e ither co mpo und.

The w iclespre:ld use of th e new er in­
secticides has upset t ile balanc e of nature
in many areas . Therefor e it is probable
that crops grown even in th e best so d
ma:-' be attacked bv aphis .ind o ther pes ts
at times. C nder these circumstances I
C:l11 see no objection to the use of p :,re ­
thrins and rotenone wh en used accordin g
to di rections at least 10 da Y S before
harvest. For the sake of cle:l~ thinki l1'.;',
und understanding it is important t h;J. t
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